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I came in second place at the L.C. 
Walker Arena’s Best Looking Baby 
Contest in Muskegon County in 1960.  
(Do not listen to Len Lomangino 
when he tells you that there was only 
ONE baby in the contest, and I still 
came in second).  I don’t recall that 
day but I suspect I blew it during the 
talent competition-singing O Solo 
Mio as a baby is just too ambitious. 
The winner probably just blew     
bubbles out of her nose.  

I do not know how many babies who 
were strutting their stuff that day.  I 
only know that the L.C. Walker Arena 
is a pretty big venue, then housing the 
Muskegon Mohawks, a minor league 
hockey club, some calling it the 
House that Moose Lallo Built.  He 
was the perennial star there in      
Muskegon, but he never made it to 
the pros.  

Moose Lallo was not in the baby   
contest, not with a face like his.  

Who won I do not know.  But I   
wonder who did.  What happens to a 
baby contest winner?  It is an        
auspicious beginning to a life, a head 
start from the pack of other babies.  A 
Best Looking Baby Winner could par-
lay that title very nicely.  A Best Look-
ing Baby could make a tidy sum in 
baby food commercials, baby sham-
poo commercials, baby diaper com-
mercials.  I’ve seen Best Looking Ba-
bies driving cars in commercials and 
wrestling with a cat or dog in  others.  
Sleeping Best Looking Babies are al-
ways a favorite with ad           execu-
tives.    
And then there is the mythic sheen 
that will follow the Best Looking 
Baby throughout its life.  One can 
never take that title away; it is        
imprinted on the Baby ever after, long 
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after the Baby is no longer a baby.  Still, 
the aura of being the Best Looking 
Baby never fully fades.  

The whole Best Baby Contest Winner 
has me thinking of the cards we are 
dealt.  Some are dealt wonderful cards 
in life; we are offered every opportunity; 
others are given unfortunate cards or 
worse-winning Worst Baby contests.  
And life also will take cards from us, or 
once in a while we might get lucky and 
life will throw us a little something, 
sometimes a ten or a Jack; some of us 
would be thrilled with much less than 
that.  

What do we do with what we’ve got or 
what we get from life? Can God help us 
with the lives we claim as our own?  
The Christian message, whether coming 
from a conservative or progressive 
point of view is a resounding YES.  
God indeed will help us live lives of 
deep meaning, faith, hope no matter our 
circumstances.  God will help us to   
offer redemptive inspiring work no 
matter who we are, where we came 
from, if we were first at the Best    
Looking Baby contest or last.   

God will deal with us, lovingly,      
truthfully, faithfully no matter what.  
And God, the Great Judge of Humanity 
has delivered his judgment to all: that 
we are loved and beautiful in his eyes.  

God bless you Lyall. If it matters, you 
are also beautiful to me.  

 

Your pastor and colleague,   

Thom Fiet, Pastor at Lyall 

 

 

 



From the Pastor...…. 

News & Other Happenings... 

 Dinner & Homework 
Help                            
There is a new time 
5:15pm to 7:15pm.          
For information contact: 

Lynn Grainger                 
266-8178 
lynng125@optonline. net  

Sue McGinnis                  
677-6273  

susmcginnis190@aol.com 

 Food for Folks!  

  Please contact   

  Diane Moretti   

  845-242-6508                
for information 

 Electronic Giving           
Electronic giving is still an 
option. Anyone needing   
assistance in setting this 
up with their bank please 
let Susan or Kristen know. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 Condolences   

We wish to express our    
deepest condolences to the 
families of Stanley & Shirley 
Benham, and Nancy Cole on 
the recent passing of their 
Mother, Father, sister and 
brother. We will keep you all 
in our thoughts and prayers as 
you travel through this most 
difficult time.                   

 

 Millbrook Community     

Festival Choir 

  A Spring Concert, directed by 
Dan Koch, May15th 7:00pm.   
Featuring music by Mozart 
and our own Dan Koch. The 
participants in the Christmas 
Concert requested this Spring 
Concert. This was not a 
planned event at the 2016 
Budget Planning Meeting. 
While this is a free concert, 
donations would be greatly 
appreciated in order that there 
maybe a Community Choir 
Concert at Christmas in 2016. 

 http://www.lyallmemorial.org 

(Click the link!) Check out our 
webpage! We have many     
layers of information. Also, 
we now have “live streaming” 
of every worship service so if 
you are ill or our of town, you 
can stay current and still be 
part of Lyall. You can also 
have the ability to view      
archived services as well. 

http://www.lyallmemorial.org/


Bob’s Bistro ….            

Letter for May 2016 Lyall Lunch 
 

In April Lyall Lunch served 

 Beef  Barley 

 Chicken Mullgatawney (Chicken Curry  
Apple - Yum!) 

 Absolutely Ultimate Potato Soup           
(go bacon!) 

 French Onion 

 

     The first soup of  May will be Beef     
Vegetable.  Sandwiches are always served with 
lunch. One is a variety of  lunch meats, or 
tuna or egg salad, and Peanut Butter & Jelly.  

 

     Special thanks to Walbridge Farms for 
supplying Lyall Lunch with the beef, and my 
support team, that  makes soup making a joy.  

     

 

 Yours in Christ, Chef  Bob  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team Leader and Chef 

Bob Tierney 

 

Loyal Crew  Members 

 

Sandy Beaumont 
Marion Bennett 
Linda Blasini 
Peter Blasini 
Betty Doyle 
Thom Fiet 
Nancy Greer 
Adelaide Jasmine 
Louise Roeller 
Helen Lomangino 
 



The Garden Path   
  By Brad Roeller 

Selection for Stress Tolerance”.  
Don’t let the “Urban” deter you, the 
methodology is applicable for us 
country folks.  So often plant failure 
can be tracked to simply choosing 
the wrong plant for your site.  
Check out the publications listed on 
that page as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ok, you’ve assessed your site and 
selected the “perfect” tree.  Avoid 
buying trees grown in containers 
unless you can be assured that will 
remain small in stature.  “Large” 
container-grown trees will invariably 
have or develop “girdling” roots.  
This condition often leads to      
decline in later years.  Most of the 
landscape trees you will see in the 
nurseries will be balled-and-
burlapped trees (B&B) placed in a 
wire “basket”.   

 If you are transporting your       
purchased tree make sure that it is 
handled with “kid’s gloves”.  The 
last thing you want to do is risk 
cracking the root ball which always 
seriously jeopardizes success.      
Before you dig the planting hole, 
uncover the burlap on the top only 
to see where the all-important “root 
flare” is.  The root flare is where the 
roots begin at the base of the trunk.  
Measure the distance from the 
ground to the flare.  When you dig, 
it is imperative that the hole is no 
deeper than the height of the root 
ball to the flare.  Ideally, when 
planted, the root flare should be 
slightly higher than the surface 
grade (see picture).  It is not        
uncommon for nursery-grown trees 

It is like a mustard seed, which a man 

took and threw into his own garden; and it 

grew and became a tree, and the birds of 

the air nested in its branches.  Luke 

13:19  

It’s May, my favorite month.  The 
sounds and smells of spring truly 
warm the heart and renew the spirit.  
May brings out my “inner gardener” 
and I yearn to sow seeds and plant.   

As the Lord put Adam and Eve in 
the Garden of Eve commanding 
them to “take care of it”, I feel 
compelled to focus on the proper 
way to plant and care for a tree.  
Arbor Day was just celebrated and 
the nurseries are fully stocked with a 
plethora of trees, shrubs and       
perennials waiting for you to      
purchase.  Planting a tree should be 
viewed as a long term investment, 
even a sort of legacy, and as such, 
you should go about it the correct 
way.  If done correctly it will be 
around for years, a focal point of 
beauty and inspiration for you and 
your descendants.  That stately oak 
can be witness to your endeavors 
for two centuries!  Here’s how to 
plant and maintain a tree:                                                  
Before you go to the nursery, do 
your homework.  Investigate the 
cultural requirements of the tree you 
wish to plant in your landscape.  
Michael Dirr’s Manual of Woody 
Landscape Plants is the accepted 
“bible” when it comes to that.  
However, there are many web-based 
works which provide the needed 
information so you can match the 
growing characteristics of your site 
with the preferences of the tree 
which piques your interest.        
Cornell’s “Garden-Based Learning” 
site has a link to trees and shrubs:  
http://blogs.cornell.edu/
horticulture/trees-shrubs .  Much of 
the information in this edition can 
be found there.  Importantly, on 
this site you’ll find a great document 
and easy to use procedure of       
assessing the growing characteristics 
of your site:  “Recommended Urban 
Trees:  Site Assessment and Tree 

to have several inches of dirt       
covering the flare. 

The width of your planting hole 
should be 2-3 times the diameter of 
the root ball.  Shape your hole with 
shallow sloping sides.  Roots find it 
easier to penetrate a shallowly     
sloping planting hole compared to 
one with steep sides.  Again, go no 
deeper than the height of the root 
ball to the root flare.  Do not amend 
the bottom of the planting hole with 
compost or manure.  Likewise, do 
not amend the backfill soil, unless 
you are planting the tree in a large 
bed where the tree’s root system will 
largely be confined to the bed itself 
(be aware that most trees’ root     
systems will grow 2 – 3 times past 
the drip line of the canopy).  Lastly, 
take a cultivator or a spading fork 
and loosen the edges of the planting 
hole. 

OK, ease the tree down into the hole 
and add enough soil to plumb it.  
Use the vertical lines on your house 
to make sure it’s plumb and check 
the plumbness in two directions, 90° 
apart.  With fence pliers or bolt    
cutters cut off the top ring off the 
wire basket (if the ball is still firm, 
you should carefully cut and remove 
the 2nd ring as well; it’s a judgement 
call).  Cut away the burlap and rope 
above your cut and discard it (don’t 
bury it in the bottom of the hole!).  
Now you’re ready to plant the tree.   

I was taught to thoroughly compact 
the soil in layers with my size 10s to 
insure firm root-to-soil contact.  Not 
a good idea as that method compacts 
the soil making it more difficult for 
those new tender roots to penetrate.  
Additionally, compacted soil does 
not have the “pore space” needed to 
store water and oxygen to sustain the 
plants.  Here’s the correct method:  
Add the unamended backfill soil in 
4” – 6” layers, “puddling-in” each 
layer with water until the grade is 
achieved.   Form a continuous berm 
of soil (the watering saucer), perhaps 
6” high directly above the root ball, 
not around the perimeter of the 
planting hole.  It takes 3 – 4 months 
for water to infiltrate down through 
the root ball at the same rate as it 

http://blogs.cornell.edu/horticulture/trees-shrubs
http://blogs.cornell.edu/horticulture/trees-shrubs


infiltrates through the backfill soil.  You 
need to concentrate the water within and 
contiguous to the root ball while the new 
roots are growing.  Don’t worry, the  
backfill soil will get its share of the water.  

Do not stake or guy the tree unless     
necessary.  This is needed when the root 
ball has been compromised (cracked or 
loose in the wire basket).  If support is 
needed, make sure that the tree’s trunk 
can move.  Unfortunately, most people 
tighten their staking or guying to the 
point where a cat 5 hurricane can’t move 
it.  Not a good thing as you will be     
causing distorted cambial (inner bark) 
growth, creating a weak point at the    
guying.  I’ve seen several  where it will 
snap off at that spot during high winds.  
If you do need to support the tree, check 
out how to do it properly on the web. 

A couple more do’s and don’ts:  Except 
for dead, dying or broken branches, don’t 
prune for a couple growing seasons while 
the root system is reestablishing.  Trees 
will lose 75% - 90% of their roots when 
they are dug in the nursery.  It will take 3 
– 5 years for a typical 10’ – 12’ shade tree 
to replace those roots.  Due to a plant 
auxin in the buds which triggers root 
growth, the more you prune at planting 
time or during this root growth period, 
the less root mass you will realize.       
Professionals are always trying to achieve 
the ideal “root-to-shoot” ratio which will 
insure that the root system can support 
the amount of foliage.  The same thing 
holds for fertilizing.  Don’t feed your tree 
for the first couple of growing seasons or 
you risk triggering a lot of foliage growth 
without the root system to support it.  Do 
add a 2” – 3” layer of mulch over the top 
of the planting hole, keeping it a few 
inches away from the trunk (no “volcano” 
mulching!). 

It is imperative to insure that your tree 
receives the optimal amount of water at 
planting time and throughout the first two 
growing seasons.  Plants in general require 
1” of water (either from rainfall or       
irrigation) per week.  This translates into 
½ gallon per square foot of the area of 
the planting hole.  Let’s say you planted 
an oak tree with a 24” diameter root ball.  
The width of your hole should be 2 – 3 
times that diameter, or somewhere      
between 48” and 72”.  Let’s settle on a 
happy medium, say 60”.  The area of a 
60” wide circular planting hole is ±20 
square feet.  Therefore, your tree should 
receive ½ gallon x 20 sf, or 10 gallons per 
week for 2 complete growing seasons. 

Mid- late May , and again around Labor 
Day is an ideal time to fertilize your lawn.  
I’ve used up my allotted space so I’ll steer 

you to a great website put out by the 
University of Massachusetts: https://
ag.umass.edu/fact-sheets/
understanding-turf-fertilizer-label    

Reminder:  Please support the    
Master Gardeners of Cornell Coop-
erative Extension Dutchess County 
who will be having their annual plant 
sale on May 13th and 14th.  Check out 
this link:  http://ccedutchess.org/
gardening/spring-plant-sale . 

be found at Cornell’s “Garden-Based 
Learning” site:  http://
gardening.cornell.edu/
homegardening   (Just highlight this 
link with your mouse, press the   
control button on your keyboard and 
click your mouse to open that link.) 

Next Month – June, a close second 
to May’s beauty.  Tips on what the 
prudent gardener should be doing. 

 

 

 

 

https://ag.umass.edu/fact-sheets/understanding-turf-fertilizer-label
https://ag.umass.edu/fact-sheets/understanding-turf-fertilizer-label
https://ag.umass.edu/fact-sheets/understanding-turf-fertilizer-label
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale
http://gardening.cornell.edu/homegardening
http://gardening.cornell.edu/homegardening
http://gardening.cornell.edu/homegardening


  Christian 

               Education 

      
     I was upstairs painting in the Little Chapel.  
The walls are yellow with white ceilings. As I was 
painting I was looking around and could see the 
beautiful transformation from a dingy cream color 
to the bright cheerful yellow walls.  We had pulled 
away the orange carpet. Underneath this carpet 
were beautiful hardwood floors. The Little Chapel 
is a long room enabling us to use one side as the 
Preschool class and other as our Worship area.   

     The room was very quite as I sat there       
thinking………Yes, I do that a lot!  I had this 
overwhelming feeling of joy.  I visualized the   
children coming through the doors with big smiles 
on their faces eager to learn about God.  How 
blessed we are as teachers to serve God.  

     God keeps giving and giving.  It may not     
always be in a timely manner with “our schedule 
or plan ,” but he does give.  Years ago when I was 
talking with my husband Peter about our dream 
house, I said  “I would love a stone house, with a 
fireplace and hardwood floors.”  Years later I did 
get a stone chimney and a wood pellet stove. 
Hardwood floors didn’t come, but I was happy.  
As I sat on the floor in the Little Chapel pulling 
out staples from the carpet, I started to laugh.  
Wow, when I asked for a stone house, a fireplace 
and hardwood floors I never thought that it would 
be on a grand scale.  This church is my home. Yes, 
sometimes God does things in a big way.  I      
consider this church, the members and children to 
be my family.  What a lovely and delightful feeling 
this is.  This is what I hope the children will feel 
when they come to Sunday School Class.  This will 
be a place of love, security, compassion, fellowship 
and a willingness to learn about God’s love.   

     During our 16-week program from May 22nd 
until September 4th, all the children will meet as 
one group.  During this time there will be a variety 
of teachers throughout the weeks.  We are blessed 

to have so many gifted teachers. We will use our skills 
to help the children engage in skits, music, puppetry, 
crafts, art, storytelling and so much more.    

 

 Sunday School will meet every Sunday all year 
round. 

 Starting May 22nd the children will join to-
gether as one group for our 16-week program 
ending September 4th, 2016. 

 SAVE THE DATE:   June 12, 2016 for our 
Children’s Day during Worship followed by a 
BIG ICE CREAM SUNDAE SOCIAL!!!!!!! 

 

 

Linda Blasini 

Sunday School Coordinator     



MISSIONS 

 

 This is America!  
For over three months now, we have been settling into life in Clarkston, GA. As one of the 

most internationally diverse square miles in the USA, in some ways it feels like a foreign 

country. In the midst of this diversity, there are several ethnic church leaders who are 

interested in reaching out cross-culturally with the gospel. There is a growing Malagasy 

fellowship of believers. We have been blessed to be a part of the development of these 

exciting initiatives. Our partnerships with Global Frontier Missions (missionary training) 

and the Clarkston International Bible Church, where 6 ethnic churches meet, have been 

good. As for our next step, we are planning to move into an apartment complex that does 

not yet have a missionary in it. A unit has become available in June so we are praying 

about this possibility.  

Orion received a scholarship to attend a church preschool. We’re still considering whether 

to send him to a church kindergarten or to start homeschooling next year. Eva and 

Emma have grown a lot. They love going to “library school” and reading books. Sarah’s 

cornea transplant is healthy but her vision remains blurry because of a cataract that devel-

oped. As the cornea heals fully, she will plan to have a surgery to fix the cataract which 

will hopefully restore some vision.  

Eye Health and the Children  
Daniel & Sarah Zagami  

767 Northern Ave, Apt J1  

Clarkston, GA 30021  

sarahzagami@gmail.com  

641-990-3929  

To pledge a financial gift:  

www.cten.org/danielzagami  

 



all people shown. 

This is also a good place to 

feature one of the upcoming 

events listed in the Calendar of 

Events above. Explain the 

purpose of the event, the time 

and location, ticket prices (if 

any), and the audience ex-

pected to attend. If there is a 

guest speaker, mention the 

subject of his or her presenta-

tion and give a few details 

about the individual, including 

any significant accomplish-

ments. Be sure to welcome 

your readers to attend the 

event and note whether food 

or beverages will be served and 

This story can fit 150-200 

words. 

Newsletters provide an excel-

lent opportunity to highlight 

past events and draw attention 

to upcoming events. This story 

could describe a successful 

event, such as a special awards 

ceremony, a quarterly board 

meeting, an employee training 

seminar, an annual retreat, a 

fund-raising dinner, or a pub-

licity event to launch a product, 

program, or service. Photos of 

event participants are especially 

effective for this type of article. 

In the caption below or next to 

the photo, be sure to identify 

whether prizes will be awarded. 

Inside Story Headline 

   Schedule 
of  Events 

  AA                 
Gathering Room 

Weekdays 12:00 pm          
Saturday’s 7:30 pm       
Sunday’s 8:15 am 

 Bible Study             
Monday 11:00am     
Wednesday 7:00pm    

 Board of Spiritual 
Life Meeting                   
Tuesday 5/3        
7:00 pm Library 

 Board of             
Trustees Meeting                         
Tuesday 5/24         
7:00 pm  Library 

 Choir                       
Adult  Thursdays 
7:30pm Assembly     
Junior  Wednesday 
4:30pm Little Church 

 Children’s Choir   
Sing fourth Sunday of 
each month  

 Dinner &         
Homework Help                        
Wednesdays from        
5:15- 7:15. Assembly 
Room 

 Historical Society     
Thursday 5/19 7:30pm 
Gathering Room  

 Lunch at Lyall          
Thursdays           11:30
-12:30pm 

 Meals on Wheels   
Recognition Sunday 
5/22 

 Music                 
Committee         
Sunday  5/1         
12:00  Library 

 Worship             
Committee         
Sunday  5/8        
12:00 Noon Library 

     

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

Music Committee 

Choir  Rehearsal 

2 

Bible Study 

Nine Partners 

Mtg 

 

3 

Board of   

Spiritual Life 

Meeting 

Add’l Choir 

Rehearsal  

4 

Bible Study 

Junior Choir 

MBA Meet & 
Greet 

Dinner &     
Homework  

5 

Lunch @ Lyall 

Adult Choir  
Rehearsal 

6 

 

7 

Shirley Benham 

Funeral 

 

8 

Happy Mothers 

Day 

 

 

 

Choir Rehearsal 

9 

Bible Study 

 

10 

 

11 

Bible Study 

Junior Choir 

Dinner &     
Homework  

Add’l Choir     
Rehearsal 

 

12 

Lunch @ Lyall 

Adult Choir  
Rehearsal 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

Pentecost  

Worship     
Committee 

Community 
Choir Concert  

16 

Bible Study 

Bridal Shower 

Social Room 

 

17 

Feed Millbrook 

Organizational 

Meeting 

18 

Bible Study 

Junior Choir 

Dinner &     
Homework Help 

19 

Lunch @ Lyall 

Adult Choir  
Rehearsal 

Historical Society 

 

20 21 

 

22 

Meals on Wheels 

Recognition   

 

23 

Bible Study 

 

24 

Board of   

Trustees 

 

25 

Bible Study 

Junior Choir 

Dinner &     
Homework Help 

26 

Lunch @ Lyall 

Adult Choir  
Rehearsal 

Historical    
Society 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

 

30 

 

31 

 

    

       

May 2016 



30 Maple Avenue 

PO Box 426 

Millbrook,  NY  12545 

Joy’s~ 
 

 John Kading’s recent 
successful heart surgery! 

 Happy to see Nancy 
Greer has returned from 
Fla.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Prayers for: 

 

 The Benham Family at 
the recent passing of  
Stanley and Shirley. 

 Please remember Dan 
and Juliette this week as 
they will be in court. 

 For all those suffering in 
the congregation   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers and Joys 

Phone: 845-677-3485 

Fax: 845-677-1023 

E-mail: Lyallmemfed@gmail.com 

 

Find us on the web… 

www.lyallmemorial.org 

A Church whose only label is Christian 
and whose only Head is Christ. A 
federated interdenominational 
congregation that welcomes all Christian 
traditions. 

Prayers 

          And 

                   Joys 

Lyall Memorial Federated 

Church 

Pastor’s  Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday 9:00 am until Noon.  

Birthday’s and Anniversaries for May 2016 

Anniversaries 
2 Dot & Mike McCracken 

10   Donna & Mike Castaner 

 

Birthdays 

3 Henry Kading 

5 Rebecca Lyczkowski 

10 Ralph Della-Volpe 

11 Isaiah Wing 

13 Celeste Roeller 

14 Nancy Blayney 

15 Ian Adams 

16 Marie Burr 

17 AnnaBelle Secor 

19 Stanley Benham, Jr 

20 Ryan Moretti 

23 Jan Miller                           
Lee Lomangino                     
Bob Reid 

26 Kendra Weller 

28 John Kading 

30  Emily Lyczkowski 

 

http://www.lyallmemorial.org/

