
In keeping with my peculiar theological    
tendencies, I have wondered how many 
young girls rejected the angel Gabriel’s call to 
be the mother of the Messiah before he         
finally met Mary? 

 

How many times did the Angel of the Lord 
have to endure the word: NO.  How many 
excuses were borne? How many doors were 
summarily slammed in his face?  How many 
times did Gabriel hear the words: “you must be 
joking?” How many times were the cops 
called? (Help, there’s a pervert at my door!) How 
many pitches were made before the angel 
finally arrived at Mary’s place, hat in hand? 

 

My God, she said Yes. And because of that 
yes, it all begins… 

 

What a game changer this girl was; what a 
storm of grace was unleashed by this one 
word, coming from this young kid.  A     
paradigm shift found in a teenager. Talk 
about a youth program.  We do not know 
where she grew up; we do not know the 
names of her parents.  We don’t know a thing 
about her kin. All we know is that she hears 
the offer, the call, and gives assent. Truly, the 
world will never be the same again.  Indeed, 
Lyall Church exists because of Mary and her 
fantastic YES. 

 

We know it is not over, this knocking on 
doors. You see, God the great Fuller Brush 
Company Salesman, is still hawking, hoping.  
God is still at it, calling ordinary people to 
give their lives to help move his kingdom 
forward.  People like you and me. 
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Pedigree, not important.  Awards, not an 
issue.  Broken heart, no problem.  All that is 
required is an affirmation, a yes.  That gets 
the whole thing moving; it gets us moving 
together with the great story of God.      
Indeed, it is the only way it has ever worked.  
Pick a star in the bible, and somewhere 
down the line, somewhere in their muddled 
story that same person said YES to God. 

 

Will you say YES?  It has always been this 
way; it is God’s way, including us in God’s 
story of hope.  If we do, then we enter the 
pantheon of saints who have made such a 
difference to our own lives and the lives of 
others around us.  It has always been this 
way, a God knocking on our door, looking 
for a little help, sometimes more than a little. 

 

Here’s to our Christmas season, you titans 
of grace.  May God bless you in every way, 
even as you have said yes, or are about to. 

 

Thom Fiet, Pastor at Lyall 

 

 

 



From the Pastor…. 

News & Other Happenings... 

Election of Officers 

November 22, 2015 

 

Congregation President 

Jan Miller  

 

Board of Spiritual Life 

 

Terms ending: 

Helen Lomangino 

Christine Horihan 

 

Resignation:  

Maggie Blayney  

One Seat Open  

 

The Nominees are:  

Sandy Beaumont 

Linda Blasini 

Brad Roeller 

Christine Horihan 

 

Board of Trustees 

 

Terms ending: 

Brad Roeller  

Doug Doyle  

Kathy Bruegging  

Mike Castaner  

Steve Ouellette  

 

The Nominees are:  

Bob Tierney  

Peter Blasini 

Mike McCracken 

Steve Ouellette  

 

Nominations Committee 

 

Terms ending:  

Nancy Greer  

 

The Nominees are:  

Betty Doyle 

Helen Lomangino 

Two seats remain unfilled  

Note:  

 

1. We are in receipt 
of Mike & Dot 
McCracken’s   
letter to join Lyall 
Church.  

2. We are appoint-
ing Bob Reid as 
an Of Council                          
(non-voting) 
member Board of 
Trustees. (one 
year) 

3. Linda Bruzgul 
has agreed to join 
Kristen Reid as co
-coordinator of 
Sunday School 
through 2015. 

4. Marion Bennett 
has agreed to 
serve on the 
Church   Alliance 
Board of        

 Dinner & Homework 
Help    

      For information contact: 

Lynn Grainger                 
266-8178 
lynng125@optonline. net  

Sue McGinnis                  
677-6273  

susmcginnis190@aol.com 

 

 Community Choir      
Reception                         
There will be a reception 
on December 13th after 
the concert. If you are 
able to help set up or 
clean up, or are able to 
assist with providing fin-
ger desserts email at  
lyallmemfed@gmail.com 
or call 677-3485 by 12/9 

 

 Christmas Ornaments 
We want to invite the 
congregation to donate 
one Christmas Ornament 
that is important to you. 
We will use these to 
decorate the Christmas 
tree displayed in the   
sanctuary. 

   

 Food for Folks!  

  Please contact   

  Diane Moretti   

  845-242-6508            
for information 

 Electronic Giving      
Electronic giving is 
still an option.     
Anyone needing   
assistance in setting 
this up with their 
bank please let Susan 
or Kristen know. 

 

 Birthday &       
Anniversary Dates  
If you recently 
joined the        
congregation, 
please let Susan 
know  these dates 
so we can get 
them in the News-
letter.  



Bob’s Bistro ….            

  Lunch at Lyall 

 

Since the last column, Lunch at Lyall 
served the following soups: Split pea 
and ham, Potato soup,  Chicken rice,  
and Sweet Potato Sausage.  On  12/3  
the soup will be Black bean.  Our 
church is blessed with volunteers and 
food to provide a free lunch on 
Thursday. 

I've been asked where I learned to 
cook?  It started with hunger, and if  I 
wanted it soon, I'd better make it    
myself.  Earlier  attempts were a    
condiment sandwich, ketchup,      
mustard, relish, horseradish, pickles, 
whatever was in the refrigerator door.  
My parents both worked and I started 
supper.  I prepared basic meals that 
involved chopping a lot of  onions.  
You could tell the day of  the week by 
the meal, Sunday was a meat, Monday 
leftover of  that meat, Tuesday was 
stew, carrots, turnip, potato, greasy 
meat, Wednesday Pasta (red),     
Thursday Liver and Onions, Friday 
Fish, usually bony, and macaroni and 
cheddar cheese, with tomatoes (since 
my Dad would not eat fish), and     
Saturday beans and franks.  When I 
got out on my own, I experimented 
with bachelor fair, lots of  pasta.  Then 
I found the Galloping Gourmet, PBS 
cooking shows, Julia Childs, and other 
shows  they made me a better cook.   

Cooking is fun and puts one on a quest to-
wards better flavors and its rewards 

 

Marriage has aided my appreciation of  the      
differences that a spouse can provide to your 
diet. 

 

Remember, watch the pan while cooking, 
taste often and don't be afraid of  discovery., 

 

Yours in Christ, Chef  Bob  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team leader and cook, Bob Tierney. 

Loyal Crew Mary Jane Tierney,    
Helen Lomangino, Nancy Greer,  
Betty Doyle,  Sandy Beaumont,  
Marion  Bennett, Maria Bauries,    
Adelaide Jasmine, Louise Roeller,  
Peter & Linda Blasini, and        
Thom Fiet 



The Garden Path   
  By Brad Roeller 
“The fear of you and the dread of you 

shall be upon every beast of the earth and 

upon every bird of the heavens, upon eve-

rything that creeps on the ground and all 

the fish of the sea.  Into your hand they 

are delivered.  Every moving thing that 

lives shall be food for you.”           

Genesis 9: 2-3  

Far be it from me to take exception 

with God’s word, but I really don’t 

think that whitetail deer have much 

dread of us, especially in suburbia.  

The absence of large predators 

coupled with little if any hunting 

pressure has taken that “dread” 

from today’s deer herd throughout 

much of the northeast.  And oh by 

the way, of all the big game species, 

deer are the most habituated to 

human development.  

 A huge understatement is that 

deer impact our lives in many ways.  

That impact is mainly due to their 

uncontrolled and unsustainable 

numbers.  Biologists figure that pre

-European colonization of the 

northeast, that there were about 10 

– 12 deer per square mile.  In    

today’s Hudson Valley, deer     

densities fluctuate widely due to 

environmental and biological     

factors, but averages 45 – 50 deer 

per square mile.  Some            

communities in the northeast   

possess deer herds approaching 

175 – 200 deer/sm.  Unfortunately, 

the biological carrying capacity of 

our northeastern boreal forests is 

Deer have been designated a 

“keystone” species by ecologists (not 

something to be proud of if you’re a 

deer!).  Research has shown that  

densities greater than 20 per sm. 

have quantifiable deleterious impacts 

on forest systems.  Seedling          

regeneration and species diversify are 

both reduced.  In addition to        

impacting the health of our forests, 

because of the loss of diversity and 

seedling regeneration of the native 

species, invasive exotic plant species, 

which deer have not developed an 

appetite for, have flourished.  Many 

bird species are in decline due to loss 

of nesting habitat or native food.  

Wood peewees, cerulean warblers, 

yellow-billed cuckoos and indigo 

buntings are but a few examples of 

species that are now endangered or 

threatened due to deer herbivory.  

Many wildflowers and native shrubs 

have been largely eliminated from 

our Hudson Valley for the same   

reason.  Showy lady’s slippers,     

trailing wolfs-bane, northern   

monkshood, glade spurge,        broad

-leaved twayblade and Britton Appa-

lachian Jacob’s ladder top the list of 

endangered native wildflowers.  

Witch-hobble, red-berried elder and 

American yews are examples of    

native shrubs which have been 

greatly impacted by deer herbivory.   

I can’t think of another species 

which impacts the quality of our lives 

more than deer.  Deer are a primary         

primary vector for tick-borne dis-

eases.  Who hasn’t had one of the 

several tick-borne diseases such as 

Lyme disease, human anaplasmosis, 

human babesiosis?  Recently new 

and even more virulent tick-borne 

diseases have been identified. Deer 

likewise impact other species spread-

ing diseases such as bovine tubercu-

losis, chronic wasting disease, spinal 

meningeal worm, deer flukes, brucel-

losis and tuberculosis anthrax. 

es Of those that get reported, deer   

account for more than 700,000     

vehicle accidents per year.  New 

York is one of the leading states   

averaging more than 70,000 per year.  

Nationally, the cost of these deer-

vehicle incidents exceeds $1.1 billion.  

In a typical year approximately 225 

deaths occur due to deer-vehicle  

accidents and more than 29,000   

injuries requiring hospitalization.  

Forty one percent of our nation’s 

crops are damaged by deer costing in 

excess of $100 million annually. 

We all know what deer can do to a 

landscape planting.  In New York 

one-third of all households have   

reported deer damage to their     

landscapes.  New Yorkers spend 

more than $10 million annually to 

replace those browsed plants.       

Nationally, well over $250 million is 

spent at the local nurseries to       

replaced deer browsed plants.    

C:/Users/LyallMemorial/Downloads/Strategies for Protecting Your Landscape from Deer Browsing.pdf


Without a plan in place, your landscape 

planting can be decimated over the  

winter season from deer herbivory.  

While deterring deer herbivory is a year 

round effort, the wintertime damage 

can be the most  significant and        

expensive as they target your woody 

plants.  The digestive fluids in their   

rumens slowly transition as the winter 

season approaches.  During the warm 

weather months they are primarily  

grazers and geared to digest herbaceous 

plants (grasses and forbs and oh yes, 

your hostas and daylilies!).  However, by 

mid-winter the majority of their diet is 

comprised of woody browse, those tasty 

buds and succulent new growth of your 

trees and shrubs.  An adult deer requires 

5 – 9 lbs. of   forage a day, (that’s over a 

ton in the course of a year).  You can 

bet that if deer have targeted your  

smorgasbord of delectable landscape 

plants, you’ll be part of their daily    

nocturnal feeding  forays. 

In my many years of dealing with deer 

in the landscape, I’ve developed a    

strategy for protecting your landscape 

from deer browsing.  A couple of  

documents are attached to the         

electronic newsletter to help you       

develop a plan appropriate for you.  

Hard copies are available in the church 

office.   Finally, don’t forget what the 

Lord has offered in the third verse of 

Genesis 9:  Every moving thing that lives 

shall be food for you.  I interpret that to 

mean eat more venison! 

 

Tip for those who planted 

trees and shrubs this year:  

Make sure that before the ground 

freezes that newly planted trees 

and shrubs, especially evergreens, 

have adequate soil moisture.  I 

like to do this chore in early   

December.  If we haven’t       

experienced significant late fall 

rains, I hand-water those plants.  

It is also OK to get a jump on 

spring       gardening and feed 

your woody plants in early      

December.  Utilize                   

organically-based fertilizers 

which will supply nutrients right 

up until the ground freezes and 

continue to release nutrients at 

the onset of growth in the spring.  

I like using the Espoma™    

products like Plant Tone. 

Attached below Brad has provided 

more information that you are 

able to open and view or 

download. These are not in pdf 

format. If you are unable to open 

please let me know.  

Susan 



November Highlights ….. 

Sunset in the sanctuary 11.23.15.  

Stewart Anderson had wished       

everyone could  enjoy it.                 

Now everyone can~ 

Time with  

Children 

11.22.15      

with our 

special   

visitor          

Orion  

Zagami 

Zagami’s 

visit 

11.22.2015 

Pastor Thom 

with Daniel, 

Sarah, Orion, 

Emmanuella 

& Evangelina 

Thank you to Louise Roeller for the beauti-

ful Cornucopia in the Chancel on 11.22.15 

Pastor Thom, Nancy Greer, and  the    

children blessing the Operation       

Christmas Child Shoeboxes. Our church 

family made up 62 shoeboxes to send 

around the world. This is a record! 

Grace 

Church  

Nursery  

School     

Donation to 

Food for 

Folks!  



 
 

 
 

A Christmas Tapestry of Song 
Community Festival Choir and Musicians 

Sunday, December 13, 2015 
at 7:00 PM 

 

Lyall Memorial Federated Church  
30 Maple Avenue 

Millbrook, NY 12545 
 

All are welcome to enjoy this sparkling gift of holiday 
music, performed by a unique community choir 

and superb, accomplished musicians. 
 

No admission fee. Donations appreciated.  
Reception following. 

Be sure to tell your family and friends! 
 

For more information, call 845-677-3485. 



all people shown. 

This is also a good place to 

feature one of the upcoming 

events listed in the Calendar of 

Events above. Explain the 

purpose of the event, the time 

and location, ticket prices (if 

any), and the audience ex-

pected to attend. If there is a 

guest speaker, mention the 

subject of his or her presenta-

tion and give a few details 

about the individual, including 

any significant accomplish-

ments. Be sure to welcome 

your readers to attend the 

event and note whether food 

or beverages will be served and 

This story can fit 150-200 

words. 

Newsletters provide an excel-

lent opportunity to highlight 

past events and draw attention 

to upcoming events. This story 

could describe a successful 

event, such as a special awards 

ceremony, a quarterly board 

meeting, an employee training 

seminar, an annual retreat, a 

fund-raising dinner, or a pub-

licity event to launch a product, 

program, or service. Photos of 

event participants are especially 

effective for this type of article. 

In the caption below or next to 

the photo, be sure to identify 

whether prizes will be awarded. 

Inside Story Headline 

   

Schedule 
of  Events 

  AA                            
Gathering room 

Weekdays 12:00 pm          
Saturday’s 7:30 pm       
Sunday’s 8:15 am 

 Bible Study             
Monday 11:00am     
Wednesday 7:00pm    

 Board of Spiritual Life 

Meeting                   

12/1 7:00 pm - Library 

 Board of  Trustees 

Meeting                         

Cancelled 

 Choir                       

Adult  Thursdays 7:30    

Junior  Wednesday 4:30 

 Clergy Meeting     
Thursdays 10:00 am    
Pastor’s Study 

 Dinner & Homework 
Help                        
Wednesdays from        
5:00 - 7:00. Assembly Room 

 Historical Society     
Gathering Room                 
No meeting in December   

 Lunch at Lyall          
Thursdays 11:30-12:30pm  

 Millbrook Arts Group  

12/5 Saturday 7:00           

Millbrook High School 

 Music Committee      

12/6 12:00 Noon 

 Worship Committee  

12/6 12:00 Noon 

 Community Festival 

Choir Concert                 

12/13 7:00pm              

Reception to follow 

 Christmas Eve             

12/24 Thursday 7:00pm 

Service in Sanctuary 

     

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Board of Spiritual 

Life Mtg 

2 

Bible Study 

Dinner & 
Homework Help 

3 

Clergy Mtg 

Lynch @ Lyall 

 

4 5 

MAG    

Concert 

6 

Music Committee 

Worship       

Committee 

 

7 

Bible Study 

8 9 

Bible Study 

Dinner & 
Homework Help 

10 

 

Clergy Mtg 

Lynch @ Lyall 

11 12 

13 

Community 

Festival Choir 

Concert  

14 

Bible Study 

 

 

15 16 

Bible Study 

Dinner & 
Homework Help 

17 

Clergy Mtg 

Lynch @ Lyall 

 

 

18 19 

20 21 

Bible Study 

22 

Board of Trustees 

Mtg Cancelled 

23 

Bible Study 

Dinner & 
Homework Help 

24 

Christmas Eve 
Service 

25 

Christmas Day~ 

 

26 

27 28 

Bible Study 

29 30 

Bible Study 

Dinner & 
Homework Help 

31 

New Years Eve 

 

  

       

 December 2015 



Birthdays 

 

2 Louise Miller 

4 Kayleigh McGinnis 

9 John O’Leary 

17 Briana DeLuca 

21 Brenda Sidaras 

24 Miles Blackburn 

25 Leslie Rollins 

26 Lucia Curcio 

       John Kading, Jr 

28   Darleen Walsh 

 

30 Maple Avenue 

PO Box 426 

Millbrook,  NY  12545 

Joys~ 

 Henry Kading’s new 
great granddaughter 
Avery. 

 Dan & Juliette Koch on 
the adoption of      
Donovan & Arianna. 
Congratulations! 

 Our newest Millbrook 
residents Pastor Thom 
and Maria. We wish you 
every happiness in your 
new home. 

 Lynn Grainger back to 
school and church. 

 Joyce Heaton is home 
from the hospital and 
doing well. 

 

Prayers for: 

 

  Lisa Still-Speare,           
fighting breast cancer 

 Tristen as she prepares for 
back surgery. 

 Patty LaRose and her     
family on the passing of her 
father Sonny. 

 Former Pastor Karl  Esmark 
after suffering a recent 
stroke. His address is 
Christ’s Chapel              
4862 Route 80                   
Tully, NY 13159 

 PV2 Matthew Fauci, In the 
Army Med Corp training at 
FT. Sam Houston TX 

 

Prayers and Joys 

Phone: 845-677-3485 

Fax: 845-677-1023 

E-mail: Lyallmemfed@gmail.com 

 

Find us on the web… 

www.lyallmemorial.org 

A Church whose only label is Christian 
and whose only Head is Christ. A 
federated interdenominational 
congregation that welcomes all Christian 
traditions. 

Prayers 

          And 

                   Joys 

Lyall Memorial Federated 

Church 

Pastor’s  Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday 9:00 am until Noon.  

Birthday’s and Anniversaries for December 

Anniversaries 

 

27 Richard & Diane Moretti 

 

http://www.lyallmemorial.org/

