
We have a little Lost and Found box just 
across from the Church Office.  The box calls 
out to me from time to time.  Leaning over, I 
spy a couple pairs of eyewear staring  back at 
me.  The prospect of contracting Pink Eye 
keeps me from trying them on.  There are 
also two mismatched gloves, obviously 
strangers to each other, in an awkward     
embrace.  One is petite, the other made for a 
Yeti, both left-handed.  They make me feel a 
bit nervous, seeing them like this. 

I see a pen, a scarf, two baseball hats (neither 
belonging to Dave Foster, who is missing his 
favorite cap, by the way).  One key, one 
comb, one umbrella round out our size 12 
orphanage. 

Each individual item has come into our 
church building at some time, for some    
reason.  It gets me wondering about the  
owners who carried them in, and the        
circumstances behind them not being carried 
out.  Was the owner preoccupied with a long 
Christmas shopping list?  Were there small 
children pulling at a mother’s attention?  Did 
someone get healed of myopia and no longer 
needed their glasses?  Did a person decide 
that rain was a good thing to feel, and      
jettisoned their only umbrella?  And who 
looses a single key?  Did a soul among us 
finally come to some reckoning about a    
particular door, and the life found on the 
other side? Is a church the best place to put 
down and walk away from a key? Heaven 
help us. 

I wonder about the possible future reunions 
of these now lost items with their owners, 
some surely sick with worry.  Will reunions be 
cause for joy-for sorrow-for recrimination?  
We all replace things after a time-how many 
of these items are already redundant and  
expendable-no longer welcome to return to 
their owners?  Are they now permanently at 
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home here in the Lost and Found box at 
Lyall?  Are they never going home? 

And is there some moment when we claim 
these lost items as our own?  Is there a time 
when we take them out of the Lost and 
Found and give them a new purpose and 
story among us?  These are ethical issues, 
even theological matters ultimately. Matters 
of faith.  Matters of the heart. 

Churches deal with the lost.  Nations do as 
well.  Here at Lyall, we want to be a safe and 
nurturing place for souls who are at times 
lost; we are not a fearful place, those I    
suppose we have reason enough to fear.  But 
we are in the business of faith, not fear; and 
the faith we have in a God of sovereign 
grace will change the hearts of humanity and 
their institutions. 

The nations of the world are being         
challenged to offer something like that as 
well, as refugees by the millions-disregarded, 
lost souls roam the earth, huddled, moaning 
and howling for some place to breathe free.  
Some say the lost should stay lost, for the 
sake of our own safety; others think them 
being found is better, even though we are 
perhaps less safe.  Some think the nation has 
a big enough heart to shoulder such a time 
as this. Some say taking in the lost is our 
reason for being a nation in the first place. 

So, for all that is lost in you, in us, in the 
world-- and for all in need of being claimed, 
and the wisdom to sort it out-here’s to your 
New Year ahead.  Heaven help us-and 
heaven surely will.  For heaven knows a 
thing or two about redeeming that which is 
lost and what it takes to find it. 

 

Thom Fiet, Pastor at Lyall 

 



From the Pastor…. 

News & Other Happenings... 

Letters of  Thanks 

 

To the members of the Federated Church 
Congregation: 

We would like to wish you a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year, and to 
thank you for the use of your great facility.  
It has literally been a life saver to many of 
our members, and given them a space to 
reflect on their Higher Power, the value of 
prayer, and meditation in a welcoming  
environment. 

Our rough calculations indicated that we 
had approximately 12,000 “seats in the 
chairs” during the past year at our many 
meetings….thanks to your generosity.   
Unfortunately, the problem of alcoholism 
and drug abuse is growing at a record rate, 
but we, with your help, keep trying. 

Thank you again for your generosity. 

God Bless You All. 

Millbrook Daytimers AA Groups                                    
Millbrook Sunday Mens Meeting                                       
Millbrook Saturday Evening Group 

 Jazz at Lyall                  

Saturday January 30th 

 Dinner & Homework 
Help    

      For information contact: 

Lynn Grainger                 
266-8178 
lynng125@optonline. net  

Sue McGinnis                  
677-6273  

susmcginnis190@aol.com 

 

   

 Food for Folks!  

  Please contact   

  Diane Moretti   

  845-242-6508            
for information 

 Electronic Giving      
Electronic giving is 
still an option.     
Anyone needing   
assistance in setting 
this up with their 
bank please let Susan 
or Kristen know. 

 

 Birthday &       
Anniversary Dates  
If you recently 
joined the        
congregation, 
please let Susan 
know  these dates 
so we can get 
them in the  
Newsletter.  

 There are no    
pictures in this 
edition. That is 
because I am   
putting together a 
year in pictures. 
Hope to get it to 
you by mid 
month.   - Susan 

Dear Susan,    

                                                                                         
I appreciate receiving your newsletter 
and notices.  I was a guest at your 
church's presentation a week ago  
Sunday, and thought it was          
spectacular.  I loved being there and 
hearing the voices, the music.  It was 
wonderful. Can you thank your choral 
director for me? He did an amazing , 
amazing job! And I am thankful for it.  
It is where I saw the spirit of Christ-
mas.                                                                              

Warmly,  

 

The Chris Flory Trio    
Jazz guitarist Chris Flory 
www.chrisfloryjass.com was 
our special guest three years 
ago for New Years Eve Mill-
brook.. His playing is deeply 
rooted in the        tradition 
of swing-based jazz, playing 
for many years with Benny 
Goodman and coutless 
other important jazz figures.  
With Larry Ham- Piano and              
Lee Hudson-Bass 



Bob’s Bistro ….            

Lunch at Lyall 

 

Letter for January 2016 Lyall Lunch 

 

   This past December Lyall Lunch 

served Black Bean and Bacon,        

Minestrone and Potato Ham.  Since 

Christmas eve and New Years eve fell on 

Thursday Lyall lunch was canceled.  The 

first soup of the year will be Chicken 

Noodle. 

 

 Being a member of this church gave me 

an opportunity to enter the annual chili 

contest. Although the eleven chili's      

entered were very tasty, the judges 

awarded me the first prize.  I was       

surprised, pleased, and grateful for the 

recognition.  Thank you Lyall for the 

Mitt of honor and the Chef Shirt. Now I 

need to continue the standard.   With 

God's will and my kitchen helpers, Lyall 

lunch will continue with much flavor.       

 

Yours in Christ, Chef  Bob  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team leader and cook, Bob Tierney. 

Loyal Crew Mary Jane Tierney,    
Helen Lomangino, Nancy Greer,  
Betty Doyle,  Sandy Beaumont,  
Marion  Bennett, Maria Bauries,    



The Garden Path   
  By Brad Roeller 
For he saith to the snow, ‘Be thou on the 
earth’;  likewise to the small rain, and to 
the great rain of his strength.  Job 37:6 

OK God, where’s the snow?  I’ve 
seen your “great” rain on the news 
recently and pray for your “small” 
ones, but how about a little snow 
and normal winter temperatures? 

While my wife thinks I must be 
nuts to wish for normal winter 
weather, the gardener in me knows 
there are both benefits and      
problems associated with the mild 
fall and winter weather we’re     
experiencing.  On the “pros” side, 
our depleted aquifer has been    
recharged and the water table is up 
where it should be.  Over the last 
month or so, my pond has grown 
from a 3’ deep mud puddle to close 
to overflowing, or about 9’ of gain 
in the water level.  It is so          
important that before the ground 
freezes, all plants, especially mature 
trees, recently planted plants and        
evergreens have a good soaking to 
see them through the dormant  
season.  Check that one off the “to 
do” list.  This mild and open    
winter allows us to play catch-up in 
our grounds and garden work 
(raking up the last of the leaves, 
cutting back perennials, etc.)      
Remember to stay off your lawn 
on those frosty mornings until the 
sun has melted it away.  Simply 
walking across your lawn on those 
crystal clear frosty mornings can 
crush the crowns of turfgrass   
leading to its demise.  I’ve got   
numerous slides in my collection of 
“mysterious turfgrass diseases” 
which turned out to be homeown-
ers imply walking or driving across 
their lawns when they’re frozen.  
Likewise, don’t work in your vege-
table garden or flower beds when 
the soil is saturated as you will 
compact it and deprive your plants’ 
roots of oxygen. 

Believe it or not, there are a couple 
“cons” associated with this open and 
mild weather.  While my wife     
thoroughly enjoys this weather, the 
gardener in me has reservations.  
With those sunny days soil          
temperatures have remained close to 
50°F, the temperature at which 
growth can be happen.  Warm sunny 
days can trigger growth auxins in the 
growing tips of woody plants which 
can cause flowering.  I’ve got      
cherries, honeysuckles and of couple 
other early flowerers beginning to 
bloom as I write this article.  Have 
you noticed your daffodils, tulips and 
other bulbs pushing their way up to 
the surface?  Hellebores and other 
spring ephemerals think it’s early 
April and are also beginning to 
bloom. 

Sudden and drastic changes of     
daytime to nighttime temperatures 
triggers a whole bunch of plant  
problems.  Sap will begin to flow, 
only to freeze in the cambial tissues 
at night.  This expansion causes huge 
outward pressure sometimes causing 
the bark to crack-open (frost     
cracking).  This is especially       
problematic on thin-barked and 
young actively growing trees.       
Perennials which have roots at or 
close to the surface can sustain   
damage (crown scoring) when frozen 
soil is heaves-up and then settles 
back down with these daily          
temperature extremes.  Newly 
planted perennials can pop right out 
of the ground from frost action.  
Gardeners love an early and         
persistent “blanket” of snow (poor 
man’s mulch) to moderate soil    
temperatures and reduce the       
damaging effects of frost action.  
Plants like a slow cool-down in the 
fall and a slow “warm up” in the 
spring and mulch and/or snow make 
that happen.  
 
Generally, my anxiety is relieved 
when seemingly overnight we go 
from September-like weather to that 
more closely aligned with January. 

Gardening tips for January: 

 If you haven’t already done so, 
protect susceptible landscape 
plants from deer and rodent 
damage (see December’s The 
Garden Path).  For recommended 
plant lists and how-tos for     
protecting plants from herbivory, 
see Susan in the Lyall office.  

 Make use of your Christmas tree 
(and any you can scrounge-up 
from the neighborhood) to 
mulch your flower beds.  I      
recommend not mulching      
anything for the winter season 
until there is “permanent” frost 
in the ground as it will discourage 
those nasty meadow and pine 
voles from setting up residence 
in your gardens.  Laying branches 
you cut from your spruce and fir 
Christmas trees evenly over your 
perennials beds will go a long 
way in moderating the effects of 
cold and open (no snow) winters.  
I typically use leaf mulch or    
manure-based mulches (e.g. 
Sweet Peet®) on most             
perennials.  However,       
groundcovers, surface crowned 
perennials and rock  garden-type 
perennials are best “mulched” 
with evergreen boughs. 

 The dormant season is an        
excellent time to prune your trees 
and shrubs (more on this in the 
February edition of The Garden 
Path). 

 If you have a wood stove or   
fireplace, make good use of those 
ashes.  Wood ashes, especially 
hardwood ashes, contain two of 
the basic components of a    
complete fertilizer.  They range 
between 3% - 7% potassium  
carbonate (potash) and 8% - 20% 
phosphorus pentoxide 
(phosphorus).  Many essential 
“trace” elements are also present 



in wood ashes including sodium, magnesium, iron, copper, 
zinc, manganese, boron, silicon, and sulfur.  Wood ashes can 
also lower the acidity of soil (raise the pH) as it contains     
between 20% - 50% calcium carbonate.  Use ashes sparingly 
since they are twice as high in acid-neutralizing power      
compared to ground limestone.  Also, do not spread your 
ashes near germinating plants or young seedlings since,     
combined with water, wood ashes produce lye which will burn  
tender foliage.  Generally I spread about 5 – 15 lbs of ashes on 
every 100 sq ft of my garden depending on the acidity of the 
soil.   

 Here are some guidelines for using wood ashes in a loam soil 
for raising the pH to the optimal 6.5: 

 Change in pH                   Amount of wood ashes per 100 sq 
ft 

        From 4.0 to 6.5                                      16.1 
           From 5.0 to 6.5                                      10 

        From 6.0 to 6.5                                        5 

For sandy soils use a little less wood ashes and 
for“heavy” (clay) use a little more. 

 If wood ashes are not an option, or too messy for your taste, 
you can lower the acidity of your soil using dolomitic, or    
better yet, calcitic lime.  I prefer the “pelletized” limestone as 
it is much easier to spread using a “broadcast-type” spreader.  
If the ground is not frozen or saturated it is not too late to 
lime your lawns and gardens.  It typically takes a couple 
months for lime to change the soil chemistry and liming your 
turf and  gardens this time of year will translate into optimal 
soil acidity come spring guaranteeing that essential nutrients 
are available for plant growth.  When your soil is too acid or 
too alkaline, essential soluble plant nutrients are chemically 
“tied-up” and thus not available for plant growth.  That’s why 
it is important to check your pH annually, ideally in the late 
fall months and add the needed amount of soil amendments 
to correct the problem.  A great catalogue for gardeners is 
A.M. Leonard (www.amleo.com/.  They offer several pH   
meters and test kits.  I prefer the Kelway meter which has 
served me well for decades. Here are some guidelines  for  
adding dolomitic limestone to a loam soil (same principle as 
with wood ashes – use a little less for sandy soils and a little 
more for clay soils): 
      Change in pH                          Amount of lime (lb/100 sq 

ft) 
        From 4.0 to 6.5                                       16.1 
        From 5.0 to 6.5                                       10.6 
        From 6.0 to 6.5                                        4.1 

 Use elemental sulfur to increase the soil acidity (lower the 
pH).  Here are some guidelines for adding sulfur to a loam 
soil: 
           Change in pH                          Amount of sulfur 

(lb/100 sq ft) 

        From 9.0 to 6.5                                      5 - 6 

        From 8.0 to 6.5                                      2 – 3 

        From 7.5 to 6.5                                     1 – 1 ½  

For a quick change in pH some use aluminum sulfate         

following label directions. 

 If you have evergreens which have   
suffered in the past form winter injury 
(tip burn or dieback), January is a good 
time to make a 2nd application of an anti
-desiccant (e.g. wilt-Pruf®,      Trans-
film®, etc.) to lessen the water loss 
through the stomata in the needles, 
leaves and young twigs (transpiration).  
Make sure that you have conducive air 
temperature for spraying (40°F for the 
drying time of the product).  Alter-
nately, if the ground is not frozen you 
can “box in” those susceptivle plants 
with stakes and burlap. Do not wrap 
burlap directly around your plants. 
When saturated burlap comes in direct 
contact and freezes on evergreen leaves 
like boxwoods or hollies, it can remove 
the protective waxy cutin covering,   
opening up the epidermal cells for    
rying and desiccation.  

 Clean your gardening tools so they’re 
ready for spring.  Linseed oil® wooden 
handles, change oil on power          
equipment, sharpen blades, WD-40 or 
oil metal parts, etc  

 Begin assembling seed-order catalogues 
and place your orders.  (More on seed 
propagation in the March  edition of 
The Garden Path.) 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amleo.com/


all people shown. 

This is also a good place to 

feature one of the upcoming 

events listed in the Calendar of 

Events above. Explain the 

purpose of the event, the time 

and location, ticket prices (if 

any), and the audience ex-

pected to attend. If there is a 

guest speaker, mention the 

subject of his or her presenta-

tion and give a few details 

about the individual, including 

any significant accomplish-

ments. Be sure to welcome 

your readers to attend the 

event and note whether food 

or beverages will be served and 

This story can fit 150-200 

words. 

Newsletters provide an excel-

lent opportunity to highlight 

past events and draw attention 

to upcoming events. This story 

could describe a successful 

event, such as a special awards 

ceremony, a quarterly board 

meeting, an employee training 

seminar, an annual retreat, a 

fund-raising dinner, or a pub-

licity event to launch a product, 

program, or service. Photos of 

event participants are especially 

effective for this type of article. 

In the caption below or next to 

the photo, be sure to identify 

whether prizes will be awarded. 

Inside Story Headline 

   

Schedule 
of  Events 

  AA                            
Gathering room 

Weekdays 12:00 pm          
Saturday’s 7:30 pm       
Sunday’s 8:15 am 

 Bible Study             
Monday 11:00am     
Wednesday 7:00pm    

 Board of Spiritual 

Life Meeting                   

1/5 7:00 pm     Li-

brary 

 Board of       Trus-

tees Meeting                         

Tuesday 1/19     7:00 

pm  Library 

 Choir                       

Adult  Thursdays 

7:30pm Assembly     

Junior  Wednesday 

4:30pm Little Church 

 Dinner &   Home-
work Help                        
Wednesdays from        
5:00 - 7:00. Assembly 
Room 

 Historical Society     
Thursday 1/21 
7:30pm Gathering 
Room  

 Jazz at Lyall           
Saturday 1/30           
7:00 pm Sanctuary                 

 Lunch at Lyall          
Thursdays 11:30-
12:30pm  

 Music             

Committee   1/3 

12:00 Noon   Library 

 Worship          

Committee  1/3 

12:00 Noon 

     

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 

New Years Day 

2 

 

3 

Music Committee 

Worship       

Committee 

4 5 

Board of Spiritual 

Development  

6 

Bible Study 

Junior Choir 

Dinner & Home-

7 

Lynch @ Lyall 

Adult Choir 
Rehearsal 

8 

 

9 

10 

Decorations 

Removed  

11 

Bible Study 

 

 

12 13 

Bible Study 

Junior Choir 

Dinner & Home-
work Help 

14 

Lynch @ Lyall 

Adult Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

 

15 16 

New Council 

Members Wel-

come   Dinner 

17 18 

Bible Study 

19 

Board of Trustees  

20 

Bible Study 

Junior Choir 

Dinner & Home-
work Help 

21 

Lynch @ Lyall 

Adult Choir 
Rehearsal 

Historical   
Society 

22 

 

23 

24 25 

Bible Study 

26 

Nine Partners 

Meeting  

27 

Bible Study 

Junior Choir 

Dinner & Home-
work Help 

28 

Lynch @ Lyall 

Adult Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

29 30 

Jazz at Lyall 

31       

January  

2015 



Birthdays 

3 Foord Munderback 

5   Katie Baldwin 

6 Jack Blayney 

8 Richard Burr 

12  Serafina Fauci 

14  Stewart Anderson 

16  Hannah O’Malley 

18  FloraJane                        
Hilderbrand 

20 Harriet Cole 

26 Christine Horihan 

28 Karen Anderson 

31  Matthew Fauci 

 

30 Maple Avenue 

PO Box 426 

Millbrook,  NY  12545 

Joys~ 

 

 For the successful Festive 

Community Choir    

Concert 

 For all the new members 

who have joined our 

church in 2015 

 

Prayers for: 

 

 Lisa Still-Speare,           
fighting breast cancer 

 PV2 Matthew Fauci, In the 
Army Med Corp training at 
FT. Sam Houston TX 

 Michael Curcio recovering 
from a dog bite. 

 Marilyn Kading 

 Adelaide Jasmine’s          son
-in-law Geoff for a neck 
problem and surgery of 
3/18/16. 

 For all those suffering in the 
congregation   

 

 

 

Prayers and Joys 

Phone: 845-677-3485 

Fax: 845-677-1023 

E-mail: Lyallmemfed@gmail.com 

 

Find us on the web… 

www.lyallmemorial.org 

A Church whose only label is Christian 
and whose only Head is Christ. A 
federated interdenominational 
congregation that welcomes all Christian 
traditions. 

Prayers 

          And 

                   Joys 

Lyall Memorial Federated 

Church 

Pastor’s  Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday 9:00 am until Noon.  

Birthday’s and Anniversaries for January 

Anniversaries 

15  Robert & Sarah   
 Rizzo 

24  Len & Helen            
 Lomangino 
 

http://www.lyallmemorial.org/

